“CHRISTIAN LIFE SERIES – Lesson 11
Scripture Reading: Gen. 48

"LAYING ON OF HANDS”

“The doctrine of laying on of hands” is the fourth of the “first principles” which form the “foundation” of the Christian life. Laying on of hands occurs a number of times in the Bible, and we shall consider most of these. However, as an elementary Christian doctrine, it specifically refers to the reception of the Holy Spirit. The act of laying on of hands, signifies “TRANSFERENCE , TRANSMISSION, IMPARTATION and IDENTIFICATION.”

1.  WHAT DOES THE OLD TESTAMENT SAY ABOUT “LAYING ON OF HANDS”?


a.  JACOB LAID HIS HANDS ON HIS GRANDCHILDREN AND BLESSED THEM 


(Gen. 48:14-16)



This is the first occurrence of the laying on of hands for the purpose of symbolizing



the  transmission of spiritual benefit. With his hands laid on the heads of Ephraim



and Manasseh, Jacob prayed “The Angel which redeemed me from all evil, BLESS 

THE LADS!” Thus. In this first instance of the lying on of hands, we are taught


something of its symbolic meaning.


b.  THE ISRAELITE AND HIS SACRIFICIAL OFFERING (Lev. 1:4; 3:2; 16:21)



God required the Israelite to bring an animal sacrifice to the “door of the 



Tabernacle” which was directly in front of the Brazen Altar. Before the sacrificial 


animal was slain and offered, the Israelite was required to “put his hand upon the 

head of the burnt offering,” with the accompanying promise that “it shall be 



Accepted for him to make atonement for him.” In putting his hand on the head of 

the sacrificial animal, the Israelite was indicating the transference of his sin and



Guilt to the victim, and by this  symbolic act implying, “This animal is now myself, 

and its life is my life.””



As Jacob’s act symbolized the transmission of blessing, the Israelite’s act 



symbolized the transference of sin and guilt.



This is further seen in the sacrificial ceremony on the Day of Atonement. On this great



Day of national contrition, Aaron, the High Priest, representing the people, “shall  LAY



BOTH HIS HANDS upon the head of the live goat, and CONFESS OVER HIM ALL THE 


INIQUITIES OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, and ALL THEIR TRANSGRESSIONS IN ALL


THEIR SINS, PUTTING THEM UPON THE HEAD OF THE GOAT . . .Here, transmission and


transference are clearly symbolized.


c.  THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL AND THE LEVITES (Num. 8:10)


The Levites were ordained by God to “do the service of the tabernacle of the



congregation” (vs. 15). In this service they represented the congregation. The “laying



on of hands signified that the obligation to assist personally in the service of the



sanctuary was transferred from the whole congregation to the Levites.” So, again,



we see the principle of transference and identification symbolized in the laying on of


hands.


d.  MOSES AND JOSHUA – Num. 27:15-23; Deut. 34:9)



In appointing a successor to Moses, God instructed the greater Leader to “Take Joshua



And  LAY THINE HAND UPON HIM.” In so doing, God said, “thou shalt PUT SOME OF 


THING HONOUR UPON HIM.”  That there was also at that time an impartation of spiritual


Enablement,  is indicated in the Deuteronomy passage, which says that “Joshua, the son



Of Nun, was FULL OF THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM; FOR Moses HAD LAID HIS HANDS UPON



HIM.”

2.  WHAT DOES THE NEW TESTAMENT SAY ABOUT “LAYING ON OF HANDS”?


a.   JESUS AND EARTHLY MINISTRY OF HEALING


Mark 6:5 – “He LAID HIS HANDS UPON A FEW SICK FOLK, and HEALED them.”



LUKE 4:40 – “Now when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick with divers



diseases brought them unto Him;  and He LAID HIS HANDS ON EVERY ONE OF THEM,



AND HEALED them.”



Luke 13:13 – “And HE LAID HIS HANDS ON HER; and immediately SHE WAS MADE



STRAIGHT, and glorified God.”


b.   JESUS AND THE LITTLE CHILDREN



Matt. 19:13, 15 -  “Then there were brought unto Him LITTLE CHILDREN, that he should



PUT HIS HANDS ON THEM, and pray . . . and HE LAID HIS HANDS ON THEM.”


c.   THE
GREAT COMMISSION AND HEALING BY LAYING ON OF HANDS



Mark 16:18 – “They shall  LAY HANDS ON THE SICK,  and they shall recover!”


D.   THE FULFILLMENT OF THE GREAT COMMISSION



Acts 5:12 – “And BY THE HANDS OF THE APOSTLES were many SIGNS AND WONDERS



WROUGHT among the people.”



Acts 9:17 – “ And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and PUTTING HIS


HANDS ON HIM said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus that appeared unto thee in the 

way as thou camest, hath sent me,  THAT THOU MIGHTEST RECEIVE THY  SIGHT, and be 

filled with the Holy Ghost.”



Acts 14:3 – “A Long time, therefore, they were speaking boldly in the Lord, 



which gave testimony unto the word of his grace, and GRANTED SIGNS AND WONDERS



TO BE DONE BY HEIR HANDS.”



Acts 19:11 – “And God wrought SPECIAL MIRACLES BY THE HANDS OF PAUL.”


Acts 28:8 – “And it came to pass that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and of a 


bloody flux, to whom Paul entered in, and prayed, and LAID HANDS ON HIM, AND 


HEALED HIM.”

“CHRISTIAN LIFE SERIES – Lesson 12
Scripture Reading: Acts 8:1-25

"LAYING ON OF HANDS”(2)


e.   THE RECEPTION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT




There are five recorded instances “of receiving the Holy Spirit” in the Acts




of the Apostles. Two of them describe immediate or direct reception and




three describe immediate or indirect reception. On the day of Pentecost the 


Holy Spirit was given immediately or directly, without any laying on of




hands. This was also true of Cornelius’ household. Thus, the Holy Spirit was



immediately and directly given to the Jews at Pentecost and to the 



Gentiles at Cornelius’ house. The other three instances describe receiving 


the Holy Spirit immediately or indirectly, with the laying on of hands.




1)  SAMARIA (Acts 8:1-25





“Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and PREACHED CHRIST





unto them.” His preaching was accompanied without outstanding





healings and deliverances, causing “great joy in that city.” “When





they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the





kingdom of God, and he name of Jesus Christ. THEY WERE





BAPTIZED, both men and women.” However, “As yet the Holy





Spirit was fallen upon none of them.” Peter and John were sent





down from Jerusalem and “prayed for them that they might 




receive the Holy Ghost.”




Then LAID THEY THEIR HANDS ON THEM, AND THEY RECEIVED





THE HOLY GHOST!”




2)  SAUL OF TARSUS (Acts 9:1-19)





Verse 17 – “And Ananias went his way, and entered into the





House: and PUTTING HIS HANDS ON HIM said, Brother Saul,





The Lord, even Jesus that appeared unto thee in the way as thou





camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive they sight, and




BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST.”




  3)
EPHESUS (Acts 19:1-7)





In Ephesus, Paul found “certain disciples” who knew about Jesus,





but only in terms of John the Baptist’s message. The distinctive





spiritual life of a New Covenant community was lacking, causing





Paul to ask, “Did ye receive the Holy Spirit when ye believed?”





To which they replied, “We did not so much as hear whether the





 Holy Spirit was given.” (ASV) Paul then brought them up to date,





Presenting the full message of the Lord Jesus Christ. “When they





Heard this, they were BAPTIZED in the Name of the Lord Jesus.”




And when PAUL HAD LAID HIS HANDS UPON THEM, THE HOLY





GHOST CAME ON THEM: AND THEY SPAKE with tongues and 





prophesied.”



     f.      THE APPOINTMENT OF THE FIRST DEACONS (Acts 6:1-6)




 Verse 6 – “Whom (seven qualified men) they sat before the apostles:




 and when they had prayed, 
THEY LAID THEIR HANDS ON THEM.”


     g.
THE ORDINATION OF MINISTERS



1 Tim. 4:14 – “Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee




by prophecy, with the LAYING ON OF THE HANDS OF THE PRESBYTERY.”




2 Tim. 1:6 – Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up




the gift of God, which is in thee BY THE PUTTING ON OF MY HANDS.”



    h.
SEPARATION TO A SPECIFIC WORK




Acts 113:2, 3 – “As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy




Ghost said, Separate Me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I 



have called them. And when they had fasted and prayed, and LAID




THEIR HANDS ON THEM, they sent them away.”


3.    SHOULD CARE BE TAKEN IN THE LAYING ON OF HANDS?



1 Tim. 5:22 – “LAY HANDS SUDDENLY ON NO MAN!”



Amp. – “Do not be in a hurry
 to ordain a man!”


JEP – “Never be in a hurry to ordain a man!”


4.    WHO SHOULD LAY ON HANDS?



Is the laying on of hands to be practised indiscriminately? We think not. The



Scripture is quite explicit as to the kinds of people who should participate in



this God-ordained action. Let us consider the permissions and restrictions as



indicated in the Scriptures.



a.   BELIEVERS
MAY LAY OH HANDS FOR HEALING



Mark 16:17, 18 – “These signs shall follow THEM THAT BELIEVE . . .THEY




SHALL LAY HANDS ON HE SICK and they shall recover.”




It is profitable to read the context of this quotation and note what these




believers believed. Since faith is measurable, some believe more than




others. The Bible speaks of “little faith . . . great faith .  . . and no faith.”




The basis of faith is the Word of God. We measure our own faith by our 



knowledge of, and trust in, the Word.”



b.   APOSTLES AND DISCIPLES LAID ON HANDS FOR THE RECEPTION OF THE



       HOLY SPIRIT




1)   APOSTLES





Acts: 8:18 – “Simon saw that through LAYING ON OF THE





APOSTLES’ HANDS THE HOLY GHOST WAS GIVEN . . . “





There is little need for us to discuss the qualifications of the





Apostles. These were men appointed and anointed of God,





whose lives and ministries were committed and spiritually





vital.




2)   DISCIPLES




Acts 9:10, 17 – “A certain DISCIPLE, named Ananias . . . PUTTING





HIS HANDS ON HIM . . . BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY GHOST!”





Let us carefully notice the qualifications of Ananias the disciple.





As a disciple, he was one subject to the disciplines of the Lord 





Jesus Christ. He was a “DEVOUT (reverential, pious) MAN,





HAVING A GOOD REPORT of all the Jews that dwelt” at





Damascus (Acts 22:12) When the Lord called him, he replied,





“Behold, I am here, Lord.” (Acts 9:10) implying he was A





READY MAN! When the Lord instructed him to go on what 





appeared to be a dangerous and unpleasant task, he went,





that he was an OBEDIENT MAN.


c.    APOSTLES AND PRESBYTERS LAID HANDS FOR ORDINATION



1 Tim. 4:14 – “ . . . the LAYING ON OF HANDS OF THE PRESBYTERY.”




2 Tim. 1:6 – “ . . . the gift of God, which is in thee BY THE PUTTING ON




ON OF MY (Paul’s) HANDS.”




We have already referred to the qualifications of the Apostles. A high




Standard is set for presbyters, or elders. (1 Tim. 3:1-7; Tit. 1:6-9).

